
In a nondescript building on the corner

of 118 Avenue and 96 Street sits an office

where Abdul Daash Hussein hopes to do

great things for the community.

With a little help.

As secretary and co-ordinator of the

African Canadian Society for Aid and

Immigration Development, Hussein has

seen the value and importance of collabo-

rating with different community groups to

tackle various social issues. 

“Our organization is out to partner with Somalis,

other Africans and Canadians,” Hussein empha-

sizes, adding that developing relationships and

working with others “doesn’t happen overnight”. 

As a refugee from Somalia, he uses the Somali

community as an example.

“The Somali

community is a

clan-based society.

We come to Canada

with those labels, and normally clans stick to their

own people. What I see are three main Somali

groups and I work with all of them, and I’m on

good terms with their leaders,” he explains.

“I don’t see any reason to not be part of these

other clans and why we should remain divided. I

can’t see why we can't work together.” 

Formally established in 2007, the African

Canadian Society for Aid and Immigration Devel-

opment was founded by a few Somali ...
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up to big things
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community members as a way to address needs and

concerns in the community.

“We started helping low-income people file their

income tax for free,” says Hussein.

“Canada Revenue Agency trained four volunteers how

to file the paperwork and how to handle the papers in a

confidential way. We do this for anyone who needs help,

not just Somalis.”

In the past year, the organization has helped more than

200 families file income tax returns. 

In addition, the organization developed a youth crime

prevention program that brings youth and police officers

together to play soccer. 

The goal, says Hussein, is to help youth and police

get to know each other and developpositive relation-

ships. 

Other services also include helping elderly women

out of isolation, and offering parenting classes for

immigrants and refugees, with a focus on helping

fathers become more involved in their child’s life. 

Hussein acknowledges that the organization has

been able to reach out to a wider network of people

to offer their services because of their partnership

with the Edmonton Oromo Society, Canadian Hearts

Across Borders Association and Somali Parents

Association.

Now sharing an office space together, Hussein is

confident that their collaborative efforts will only

continue to strengthen each other’s work in the

community.

“If we are divided we could lose a lot,” he says. 

Since the organization is entirely volunteer-run,

Hussein hopes to recruit more people.

“Everyone is a volunteer, everyone works full-time

and everyone has a family, so we are all busy people,” he

laughs, adding that he himself works full-time for the City

of Edmonton, spending much of his time off managing

the day-to-day operations of the organization. 

If the organization had more volunteers, it would help

lighten the workload from the few core volunteers who

manage the programs and services.

“We need more volunteers, especially volunteers to

help with the income tax and work with youth,” Hussein

describes, emphasizing that anyone is welcome to

volunteer. 

“My goal is to see everyone working together to make

things better . If we have more volunteers, we can achieve

that,” he says.

To learn more about the African Canadian Society for

Aid and Immigration Development and how to help, e-

mail Abdul Daash Hussein at daashow@hotmail.com or

call 780-477-0079.

Over the next three weeks, Volunteer Edmonton will be

examining how immigrants in Edmonton are making a

huge impact on our communities. 

Look to this space to see the work that the city’s

volunteers and non-profit organizations are carrying out

and what it is that Volunteer Edmonton is involved in.

Contact Evelyn Pham at 780-732-6655 or by e-mail at

epham@volunteeredmonton.com.
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Contact

FrederickBodnarus
(306)227-9505
www.bodnarusauctioneering.com

SATURDAY, NOV. 7, 2009 9:00 AM
MASSIVE CLOSE OUT

LIQUIDATION AUCTION SALE
Directions 5 kms East of Mayerthorpe,

off Highway 43 on Range Rd. 81 NE-57-8-W5
FARM EQUIPMENT: Case International 8460 round baler, JD 14ft
disc, CCIL 21ft cultivator, 50ft harrows. RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT
& SPORTSWEAR: Konker 110 & 70cc dirt bikes, motor bike parts, nu-
merous brand name snowmobile and dirt bike helmets and clothing.
HUNDREDS OF BRAND NEW tools, electronics, automotive related
items, camping supplies, lawn & garden, housewares kitchen appli-
ances, store supplies & shelving display cabinets, childrens games,
toys, giftware & collectibles. PLUSMUCHMORE!
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WE FIX UGLY KITCHENS!
DON’T REPLACE - REFACE!

www.kitchenmagicinc.ca

BOOK NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES
AVAILABLE FOR HOME RENOVATION PROJECTS. ASK FOR DETAILS.

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES
780-466-6660

ORDER NOW
and enjoy 

your new kitchen
this holiday season!

Visit out our NEW SHOWROOM

2988 Parsons Rd (99 St)

• Save up to 40% compared to new cabinets

• Fast & affordable

• Custom doors & drawer fronts

• Wide selection of styles & colors

• Custom orders for Do-It-Yourselfers

HELP US!
We are looking for 3 Enthusiastic Product Promoters! 

Call us for details.

A fresh new look for your kitchen without major renovation!
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AVAILABLE!
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