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Sometimes safety has to be second

Badri Dolal remembers the day he left
his village in Ethiopia in 1994.

‘What he recalls most vividly, he says, are
the gunshots as he ran for his life.

“Soldiers came to my village and shot
anyone they saw;” he says quietly. “Espe-
cially the young people.”

After making his way to a neighbouring
country and living at a refugee camp,
Dolal explains that he was one of the lucky
ones. He made it out of the camp, but
many others didn’t.

He often wondered about the people
left behind and if there was any way he
could help them. That’s when he decided
to create the Canadian Hearts Across
Borders Association (CHABA).

IT STARTED IN 2001

Incorporated in 2001, CHABA operates
as a sponsorship agreement holder
through the Refugees Resettlement
Branch of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada.

The organization has signed sponsor-
ship agreements with the government of
Canada to help support refugees from
abroad when they come here.

“In 1998, when we started the Oromian
Community Association, we came

together to talk
about what we
could do. How
could we help
those left behind?
People thought I
was crazy. There was no money,” he says.

Although Dolal had no money and
knew very little English at the time, he
knew his experience as a refugee would
prove to be a valuable asset in helping
others like him.

“Some of our members, like me, were
refugees. We know what it takes to
survive,” he explains.

Using his own money to fund the start-
up costs, Dolal was

to his home where
they are welcome to
stay until they can
find their own
accommodation.
The stay generally
lasts anywhere from a few weeks to a few
months. He has even renovated parts of
his home, like installing a new shower to
accommodate refugee guests.

After arrival, CHABA offers a variety of
programs and classes free-of-charge to
immigrants and refugees. The immigrant
parenting programs, collective kitchen,
women’s social group, information and
translation services are all designed to

help ease the transition.
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process of sponsoring a refugee — review-
ing the claims, making contact with
refugees overseas, checking references,
submitting an application and conducting
interviews — is time-consuming, mostly
because Dolal does this as a volunteer on
his days off from his full-time job.

In addition, Dolal picks up sponsored
refugees from the airport and brings them
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Maple Leaf Meadows is now
OFFICIALLY open for business

Hands-on Sessions in our Brand
New All-Heated Riding Facility

“Where Edmonton Loves Horses”

4 Saturdays: November 7, 14, 21, 28

Classes for ADULTS, CHILDREN, AND PARENT/CHILD

eRecreational and competitive riding lessons from
the very advanced to the very beginner.

e Both English and Western styles available.

See our website for all program & registration information about
our educational offerings plus our full service care for your horse.

www.mapleleafmeadows.net

Equestrian Center

1-5pm

@

Or call Melanie at 780-289-6352
Lesson Packages bought as Christmas presents —
receive a grooming kit to go with your gift card.

We offer full service indoor and outdoor
board packages for all horses.

basic information on topics that range
from traffic safety to Canadian law.

“Keep in mind that these people have
never seen an oven or a microwave, or
used a crosswalk. It's our responsibility to
teach them these things and how different
life is here,” he explains, adding that
CHABA's sponsored refugees originate
from around the world.

CHABA currently has about eight to 10
core volunteers, but needs more help and
funding to continue operating.

“We don't know how long we can push
on,” says Dolal. “We need more volunteers
in many different areas - like office,
bookkeeping, helping refugees find jobs,
even volunteer co-ordination.”

HOPING TO GROW

He hopes to grow the organization and
gain additional funding to hire staff so that
the organization can serve more refugees.

“It’s all about people, nothing else,”
Dolal says. “When people ask me why I do
this, they say it's too much work. I have a
young family and it would be nice if I
could spend more time with them, but if I
had been killed that day, we wouldn’t have
the opportunity to change people’s lives.”

For more information about the
Canadian Hearts Across Borders Associa-
tion (CHABA), call Badri Dolal at 780-497-
1212 or email chaba.edm@gmail.com.

Over the next four weeks, Volunteer
Edmonton will be examining how immi-
grants in Edmonton are making a huge
impact on our communities.

To learn more about volunteerism, visit
www.volunteeredmonton.com.
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This one-stop shopping experience features the latest in western
apparel, unique home décor and handmade crafts with over 250
exhibits. In addition, don't forget to visit the best in western art located
in the Dodge City Western Art Gallery from November 11 - 15.

D__
Western Trade and Gift Show

November 7-15, Edmonton EXPO Centre, Hall E
November 11-15, Edmonton EXPO Centre, Hall F

northlands.com/dodgecity

FREE admission with your CFR / FFl ticket.
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