
In Canada, 42 per cent

of adults do not have

the minimum literacy

skills required to cope

with everyday life and

work.

Frontier College, one of Canada’s oldest

literacy organizations, is hoping to change

that.

Celebrating 110 year in operation, the

college has played a fundamental role in

helping to improve people’s literacy skills.

Miranda Jimmy, regional co-ordinator

for Alberta, explains that the college

began training university students as liter-

acy teachers to tutor workers in logging

and mining camps shortly after the turn

of the century. 

Today, the need is still present.

“A lot of people think that the need to

improve literacy isn’t relevant anymore.

Everyone has access to education, and

there are people who don’t believe it’s an

issue,” says Jimmy.

Without basic literacy skills,  simple

everyday tasks like reading a bus sched-

ule, applying for a job or opening a bank

account would be

impossible. 

As a national

non-profit group,

Frontier College

currently operates

in six communities

in Alberta.

While some liter-

acy organizations

have a specific

focus on early liter-

acy or ESL, Jimmy

says Frontier College’s focus is on meeting

the needs not being met in the communi-

ty.

“We don’t want to duplicate the services

already provided by other great organiza-

tions. We want to fill gaps.” 

PILOT PROJECT

In 2007, the college launched a pilot

project that offered a day camp designed

to introduce literacy outside of a school

setting to children.

This past summer, the project was

introduced to four different communities

in Alberta at no cost.

“We provided the kids with free books

to take home. Almost 97 per cent of them

reported that it was the first book they

ever owned,” Jimmy notes.

In conjunction with the camps, the col-

lege offered workshops to help educate

parents about how they can continue to

support and encourage literacy at home. 

In Edmonton, Frontier College provides

two ongoing programs in partnership

with Edmonton Public Library – a reading

circle and homework club, where volun-

teers work one-on-one with students to

help strengthen reading and writing skills.

Edmonton

Public Library

provides the

space and

helps advertise

the programs

throughout branches in the city. 

“We believe learning can take place

anywhere. It doesn’t have to be in a class-

room,” Jimmy emphasizes. “Our philoso-

phy is based on student-centred learning.

We talk directly with our students and ask

them what it is they what to learn. We try

to meet those goals through our pro-

grams.”

The programs rely solely on volunteer

contributions. Without enough tutors, the

waiting list for students hoping to

improve their literacy skills continues to

grow longer. “A love of reading and a com-

mitment of at least one hour a week is all

that’s needed to volunteer,” she says. 

SCRABBLE ANYONE?

If volunteering isn’t an option, Jimmy

encourages Edmontonians to attend their

Scrabble Night event at Amiskwaciy

Academy on March 19 from 2 to 8 pm.

Scrabble enthusiasts are invited to

come and play fun, competitive games of

Scrabble to help raise money in support

of literacy.

The entry fee is $2 and will be donated

directly to Frontier College. Individuals

unable to attend can still donate to the

event by visiting www.scrabblenightin-

canada.ca.

To learn more about literacy, Scrabble

Night and how you can help, visit

www.frontiercollege.ca,  call 780-487-4787

or email edmonton@frontiercollege.ca. 

For information about volunteerism,

visit www.volunteeredmonton.com. 

Look here to see the work that the city’s

volunteers are carrying out and what it is

that Volunteer Edmonton is involved in.

For more information or suggestions for

story ideas please contact Evelyn Pham at

epham@volunteeredmonton.com, call

780-732-6655 or check out our website at

www.volunteeredmonton.com.
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Warehouse Lease Expired...
WE MUST CLEAR $500,000 IN INVENTORY

NOW!!

3 PCE DELUXE LIVING RM SUITE
$2888$2888$2888REG $7239

SAVE

60%

7 PCE DELUXE DINING RM SUITE
     Pub table with 6 chairs

$1088$1088$1088REG $2299

SAVE

52%

8 PCE DELUXE QUEEN BEDROOM SUITE
     Headboard, Footboard, Rails, Dresser, 
     Mirror, Armoire & 2 Nightstands $2988$2988$2988REG $5999

SAVE

50%

6 MONTHS6 MONTHS
0 INTEREST0 INTEREST

0 PAYMENTS  (oac)0 PAYMENTS  (oac)
Visit Store for Details Visit Store for Details

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION!

OVER 200 BEAUTIFUL 
FRAMED PICTURES!

*Buy 1, get 2nd 40% OFF!
*Get 3rd picture free!

 *Must be same value

MATTRESSES

3 PCE COFFEE TABLES

 AS 
 LOW 
 AS

 FROM

$98
$88

CUSTOM SOFA SETS!
MADE TO ORDER

YOU CHOOSE THE STYLE AND THE FABRIC!

 SUNDEEP FURNITURE SUNDEEP FURNITURE SUNDEEP FURNITURE
SERVING EDMONTON SINCE 1993

Visit us at: www.sundeepfurniture.com

 *O.A.C. min. $500 purchase fees, taxes & delivery due at time of purchase. “Quality Custom Furniture  at Lowest Prices” 
 We will meet or beat any advertised price. See store for details. Sale price cannot be combined with  any previous 

 purchases or any other offers. Some items not exactly as shown.

780-437-1336
9908-65 Ave 

MANY MANY
1 of a Kind 

Floor Models
Reduced

Below Cost

Linking literacy to communities
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Almost 97 per
cent of them
reported that it
was the first
book they ever
owned.

Miranda Jimmy

Learning to read is the key to a productive life


