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A happening at the Arts Barns

Ever wonder where to go to find a unique
and fun volunteer opportunity?

Today at the TransAlta Arts Barns,
Volunteer Edmonton is hosting the second
annual Festival Volunteer Fair.

Drop by between 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. to
find out how you can volunteer for some of
Edmonton’s hottest arts and culture-related
festivals.

The event, hosted by Volunteer Edmon-
ton with the support from the Edmonton
Arts Council, Fringe Theatre Adventures,
the Edmonton Realtors Association,
Industry Images and River City Event
Rentals, is free of charge to attend.

“We want to help connect people to
volunteer opportunities. If you're new to the
city, have never volunteered before or just
don’t have much time to spend on search-
ing, the process of finding a volunteer
opportunity can seem daunting,” says
Janice Bell, director of Volunteer Edmonton.

“That’s why we hope this event breaks
down some of those barriers for people.”

Visitors will have the opportunity to
browse the various displays and booths,
speak one-on-one with festival representa-
tives about volunteering and fill out
volunteer applications on the spot.

With 32
different
festivals
celebrating
visual arts,
dance, music,
culture, film,
literature, performance and more, visitors
should have no problem finding the right
kind of short-term volunteer opportunity
that matches skills and interests.

For those unfamiliar with volunteering,
new to the city or with a limited amount of
time to donate, festival volunteering is an
ideal option.

“Since most festivals operate for a short
period of time, you may be volunteering
anywhere from a few days to a few weeks at
most,” she explains.

Given that one of the main reason
peopledo not volunteer is lack of time, Bell
hopes the Festival Volunteer Fair will
engage the 52 per cent of Edmontonians
who do not currently volunteer.

What makes volunteering at festivals
even better is the behind-the-scenes
experience that only festival volunteers can
receive.

“You're part of something fun and

exciting,” says Noree
Claerhout, resource

helping these festivals continue to thrive by
offering a space to tell people what they’re

development manager all about.”

for the Fringe Festival. The Festival Volunteer Fair is a once-a-
“Depending on the year event. To learn how you can become a
festival, you mighteven  volunteer for Edmonton’s festivals, visit us
be able to go to shows for  today at the TransAlta Arts Barns. Door

free or meet the performers.”

Claerhout also sees benefits for the
festivals participating. Aside from volunteer
recruitment, she believes events like the
Festival Volunteer Fair is a great way for
smaller or newly-established festivals that
don’t have the dollars or manpower
required to reach a wide audience. “Ed-
montonians might be surprised to discover
anumber of festivals they didn't know
existed,” she remarks. “It's exciting to know
that events like the Festival Volunteer Fair is

prizes are available.

If you can’t make it, visit our website to
view a list of participating festivals and their
contact information at www.volunteered-
monton.com.

For more information or suggestions for
story ideas, please contact Evelyn Pham,
communications coordinator at
epham@volunteeredmonton.com, call
(780) 732-6655 or check out our website at
www.volunteeredmonton.com.
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*Limited Time Offer *No Purchase Necessary
*Homeowners Only *House must be 12 yrs or older
*Draw Date November 1, 2009

BOOK A FREE ESTIMATE FOR YOUR HOUSE & GARAGE BY
JUNE 30, 2009 AND YOUR NAME WILL BE ENTERED
TO WIN A COMPLETE HOME THEATRE SYSTEM.
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FREE ESTIMATE

Global Roof Systems Installation Includes
«ON TIME SERVICE

«SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP

¢ QUALITY PRODUCTS

¢ /0 YR LABOUR WARRANTY (Limited Time Offer)
* WCB COVERAGE

e FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

RN

Alberta Construction Safety Association

Proud Members of

® = H-

2:f3
(EEE

Edmonton Construction Association

Global Roof Systems Inc. 11818 160 St Edmonton AB
Office 780-439-2284 -- Fax 780-641-0766
www.globalroofsystems.com
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100% government assistance

Central

location 11305 - 102 Ave. 780-760 4448

Youth Apprentice Strategies
(YAS) program

Students will explore:
e career options through
work-site visits
e demonstrations of skills by
certified trades people
e what it might be like to apprentice
in a selected trade through
observation and career investigation
e Program priority, success and focus
based on the Job Safety Skills
and Job Safety program
e Work in the school Career
and Technologies (Industrial
Arts) lab

St. Mark Catholic
Junior High School
11625 - 135 Street

Phone: 780 455-1684
www.stmark.ecsd.net

EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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